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This research discussed about liberal feminism in 300: Rise of an Empire 
movie by Noam Murro which aimed to give information about liberal feminism 
shows in the movie. The data was basedon Mary‟s theory in A Vindication of the 
Right of Women (1759-1799) about an equal right with men, being a single person 
which does not need man as their leader, their behaviour towards men due to what 
they receive from men itself. This research was descriptive qualitative method. The 
writer used note taking as the instrument to find out valid data.The writer concluded 
that Artemisia was firm and she did not need a male leader because she felt she could 
do it by herself. She considered herself more powerful and can lead the Persians in 
battle againts the Greeks. The commander Artemisia has many soldiers in Persia but 
she feels alone in the war because all her soldiers cannot work properly and 
maximally. In the war, of the commander Artemisia also never surrendered with his 
opponent for his purpose for revenge against Greeks that can be realized. 
Keywords:Liberal Feminism, Equal, Human Right, Mary. 
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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
A. Background 
 Women have the primary responsibility for their family‟s health and 
forfood, water and fuel and their work is not only unpaid, but largely unrecognized as 
well. Their major responsibilities for the households‟ well-being do not always mean 
decision making power within the family‟ (Karl 1995:03). Having such condition in 
many years leads to a new movement for woman called feminism. Feminism is a 
ideology which they demand an equal status within the society. It means an equal 
right in terms of politics, decision making, career, and their right to have children. 
There are many types of feminism emerging this past years, say like black feminism, 
marxis feminism, socialist feminism, postcolloial feminism, radical feminism and so 
on. 
  Feminism becomes interesting issue nowadays. The author raises many 
literary works that show feminism as their central issue. They are Dee Lestari whose 
writing was filled with a feminist theme and homosexual, Asma Nadia who wrote 
about the struggles of women in running life and many more. 
 Feminism itself is an understanding of women' struggle toachieve gender 
equality and right with men. Feminism‟s goal is making women better and fairer in 
the eyes of the mediamass. Currently women in the media arealways seen as domestic 
object, weak,and always under men, as well as being the object of sexuality. 
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Women's studyand the media until today still rely on issues of injustice,mediaism in 
representing women (Lysonski in the journalIswahningtyas, 2015: 3). If media shows 
womenas domestic figure,people will treat them as such. It is because the media has 
important role ingiving view in society. 
 Men perceptions of  women are that women are the weaker and lower than 
men. The gender differences often bring conflict between women and men where 
women come as victims. For example sexual harassment against women which much 
happened nowadays led to the feminist movement which was initiated first time by 
Charles Fourier in 1837 and culminate in 1960 in which women demanded equal 
rights in the political field. Gender studies analyze the ways in which such 
constructions proceed and act, they look at the effects they have on our society, and 
they ask which mechanisms make these constructions appear to be perfectly “natural” 
to all actors (Schmitz. 2007.188). Researcher focused of the liberal feminism because 
among the people now there are many issues that women want to live alone without 
the help of men. That issue is considered as liberal feminism. 
Movie are similar to novels or short stories in which that they tell a story. The 
methods use  to analyze are closely related to those used  to analyze literature; 
nevertheless, movies are multimedia. Along with the literary elements such as plot, 
setting, characterization, structure, and theme, which make up the text or screenplay, 
there are many different movie were created about many different issue such as 
politics, war, including the issue about woman. 
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Noam Murro's movie 300:Rise of an Empire tells about a Greek-blooded 
woman named Artemisia but she became a Persian commander. Artemisia has a 
grudge against Greek because her whole family has been killed by greedy troops and 
Artemisia is endured for years on board of Greek slaves and thrown into the street. 
Found by Persian troops and practicing swords,she then wasgiven the position as a 
commander of Persia. Although Artemisia was greedy but she remained on the side 
of Persia and led Persian warriors while fighting against the Greek warriors. 
 The story of a Greek-blooded woman named Artemisi but he becomes a 
Persian commander. He has a grudge against the Greeks because the whole family 
had been killed by Greek troops and Artemisia in the ship hold many Greek slaves 
and throw away into the street. And found by Persian troops and practicing swords so 
he was given the position as a commander of Persia. Although Artemisia was greedy 
but she remained on the side of Persia and led Persian warriors while fighting against 
the Greek warriors.The writer wasinterested in analyzed this movie because it shows 
how the women become the one who handle the situation and command thousands of 
men as her army despite men are the one become a commander as common in real 
life. The main character shows that woman can be the center of storm when they have 
been consumed by hatred.  
B. Problem Statement 
In this research, the writer analyzed liberal feminism in “300: Rise of an 
empire” movie by Noam Murro. So the research question is formulated as follow: 
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How is the liberal feminism portraiyed in Noam Murro‟s movie “300: Rise of 
an Empire ” ? 
C. Objective of Reaserch 
Based on the question above, the objective of this research is to describe the 
liberal feminism in Noam Murro‟s movie “300: Rise of an Empire”. 
D. Significance of  Research 
The result of the study is expected to be able to give some advantages. 
Academically, this thesis can be used as an additional source for the other researchers 
who wants to do the same research, and also to give information about  liberal 
feminism shows in  the movie. 
E. Scope of Research 
Scope of this research, the writer restricted to the portrait of liberal feminism 
in the movie. The writer used feminism approach to analyze the movie by using Mary 
Woolstonecraft about liberal feminism. 
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CHAPTER II 
LITERARY REVIEW 
A. Previous Research 
 After searching some researches, the writer found a few related researches and 
tried to compare with hers. All of the related researches come from these that have 
similar with this thesis as follows. 
 Cleary (2002) in his dissertation domestic violence “An Exploration Of 
Ideology And Its Impact On The Domestic Violence Act 1996”. He found that 
domestic violence is a complex issue that has been the focus of much research and 
debate since it became a public and political issue in the 1970s. It focuses on the 
concept of patriarchy as the underlying causeof men‟s violence towards women. 
Through an examination of international and national evidence, this thesis asserts that 
there are other forms of domestic violence and other victims to be considered, namely 
mutual violence and male victims. The limitations ofthe feminist paradigm are 
exposed through a critique of the Domestic Violence Act,1996. 
Suhendi (2012) in his thesis tittled “Hedda‟s Struggles In Fighting Patriarchal 
Ideology As  Reflected In Ibsen‟s Hedda Gabler (Radical Feminism Analysis)”. He 
used descriptive qualitatif method and used Radical feminism theory by Ferguson. He 
found that Hedda Gabler in fighting patriarchal ideology within the play. These three 
kinds of Hedda‟s struggle are derived from Radical-libertarian feminists‟ notions on 
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how to fight patriarchal ideology. They are (1) being “androgyny”, (2) freely 
experimenting with her sexuality, and (3) rejecting biological motherhood. 
The difference with this research above is the analysis discussed about woman 
as the main victims by man cause of patriarchy system in a research doing 1996 and 
the equation is about representation of radical-libertarian feminism in a novel while 
this research is about to describe the portrait of liberal feminism in 300: Rise of an 
Empire movie. 
B. Related Theory 
1. The History of Feminism 
First-wave feminism “refers to a period of feminist activity during the 19th 
and early twentieth century throughout the world, particularly in the United 
Kingdom, Canada, the Netherlands and United States. It focused on de jure(officially 
mandated) inequalities, primarily on gaining women‟s suffrage (the right to vote). 
Within the United States, first-wave feminism can be seen as women attempting to 
gain the samerights as men.  
Second-wave feminism contains many aspects of first-wave feminism; 
however, second-wave feminism also includes the aspiration for distinctively female-
only rights. Advocacy for abortion, marital rape laws, against the objectification of 
the female body, and battered women‟s rights was seen predominately within this 
“wave”. 
7 
 
 
 
Third-wave feminism within the United States is a term identified with 
several diverse strains of feminist activity and study, whose exact boundaries in 
historiography of feminism are a subject of debate, but are often marked as beginning 
in the early 1990s and continuing to the present. Third-wave feminism (also often 
referred to as post-feminism) encompasses a much broader variety of women 
including “many colors, ethnicities, nationalities, religions and cultural backgrounds,” 
juxtaposed to the upper-middle-class white women of which the second-wave 
predominately served (Tong, 2009). Third-wave feminism “ideology focuses on a 
more post-structuralist interpretation of gender and sexuality”. Sexuality, as 
interpreted by the third-wave, has been embraced as a natural part 6 of life; and even 
more than that, it is something that should be celebrated as a source of empowerment 
and a positive aspect of life.  
Third-wave feminism has expanded women‟s sexual freedom and “has thrust 
women into a kind of „double jeopardy,‟ in which they are exposed to what they 
perceive as the demands of the feminist world—to achieve in the public realm—even 
as more traditional demands on women—to shoulder the bulk of work in the family, 
to present themselves as desirable sex objects—remain in place” (Press, 2011). It is 
with this new sexual freedom and pressure that the term “feminist” has acquired 
negative connotations. Women avoid the label “feminist,” while men classify those 
under the category as “undesirable;” “all feminists are angry instead of passionate” 
(Gay, 2012). The third “wave” of feminism, more so than the prior two, emulates the 
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complexity of a women‟s journey through life and recognizes the fluidity of 
womanhood and its many forms —whether she be white or of color, religious or 
atheist, homosexual or heterosexual—and accepts that the term “feminist” is 
equivalent to “being forced into a box that cannot quite accommodate a woman 
properly” (Gay, 2012). 
2. Feminism 
Feminist literary criticism is literary criticism informed by feminist theory, 
or, more broadly, by the politics of feminism. According to feminist theory, the 
subordination of woman originated in primitive societies in which woman served as 
objects of exchange between father-dominated families that formed alliances through 
marriage (Ryan.1999.101). It uses feminist principles and ideology to critique the 
language of literarture. This school of thought seeks to analyze and describe the ways 
in which literature portrays the narrative of male domination by exploring the 
economic, social, political, and psychological forces embedded within literature. The 
core purpose of feminism is to increase the status and degree of women to be equal 
with the position and degree of men, the struggle and the feminist effort to achieving 
that goal covers a variety of ways (Djajanegara 2000: 16). Feminist theories, as a tool 
for women to fight for their rights, are closely related to racial conflicts, especially 
gender conflicts. This means that between class conflict and feminism have parallel 
assumptions, deconstructs domination and hegemonic systems, conflict between 
weak groups and stronger groups (Ratna, 2006: 186). 
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Gay in Loobeek (2013.4) feminism a movement whose primary purpose is to 
achieve quality, in all realms, between men and woman articles make it seem like 
there is, in fact, a right way to be a woman and a wrong way to be a woman. And the 
standard appears to be ever changing and unachievable. 
3. Types of Feminism 
Since the era become more modern woman also changing from the 
conventional became a more modest person, the way woman thinking also dinamic 
which birth some new idealism of feminism such as Liberal Feminism, Marxist 
feminism,Socialist Feminism, postcollonial Feminism, Radical Feminism, etc 
.Researcher choose radical feminism interested of other kinds of feminism because 
among the people now there are many issues that women want to live alone without 
the help of men. That issues is considered as radical feminism. 
a. Marxis Feminism 
This flow takes the issue of women within the framework of a critique of 
capitalism. The assumption the source of the oppression of women comes from class 
exploitation and production. Theory of Friedrich Engels developed into a cornerstone 
of this flow, the women fall for their personal wealth concept. Production activities 
were originally intended to meet the needs of self turned into the purpose of the 
exchange (exchange). Men control the production for exchange and as a consequence 
they dominate social relations. While women are reduced to a part of the property. 
The production system of profit-oriented results in the formation of classes in 
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bourjuice society and proletarian. If capitalism uprooted the structure of society can 
be improved then the oppression of women is removed. 
b. Socialist Feminism 
Socialist feminism emerged as a critique of Marxist feminism. this flow said 
that patriarchy has appeared before capitalism and will remain unchanged if 
capitalism collapses. 
Criticism of capitalism must be accompanied by a critique of domination 
over women. Socialist feminism class and gender analysis to understand the 
oppression of women. He agrees with Marxist feminism that capitalism is the source 
of women's oppression. However, the flow of the socialist feminists have also agreed 
with the radical feminism that considers patriarchy is the source of oppression. 
Capitalism and patriarchy are two forces which are mutually supportive. As 
exemplified by Nancy Fraser in the United States nuclear families headed by men and 
the official economy is headed by the state because of the role of citizens and workers 
are the masculine role, while the role as consumers and caregivers are feminine role, 
to fight for the abolition of capitalism and patriarchy. In the Indonesian context, this 
analysis is helpful to look at the problems of poverty which is a burden on women. 
Luke (1992: 31) said that becomes alienated from „his‟ essence, his labour, 
the product of that labour, and finally from his species being. Alinetion is thus posited 
as a male condition and a cultural (public) condition,  domestic labour, by contrast, 
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which does not generate  direct market surplus value, is implicitly rendered as natural 
labour. 
c. Postcollonial Feminism 
Beverley Lindsay in his book Comparative Perspectives on Third World 
Women: The Impact of Race, Sex, and Class. Basic view is rooted in the refusal of 
the universality of women's experience. 
Experiences of women living in third world countries (colonies / former 
colonies) woman background different from the first world. Third world women's 
oppression heavier burden because in addition to experiencing gender-based 
oppression, they also experienced the oppression of nations, tribes, races, and 
religions. Dimensions colonialism became the main focus of the post-colonial 
feminism in essence suing occupation, whether physical, knowledge, values, 
perspectives, and people's mentality. Beverley Lindsay in his book. 
Comparative Perspectives on Third World Women: The Impact of Race, 
Sex, and Class states, dependency relationships based on race, gender, and class are 
being conserved by the institutions of economic, social, and education. 
d. Radical Feminism 
Fakih in Khozamah (2015.20) said that, the oppression of women since the 
beginning of male dominance, where the physical control of women by men is 
considered as the basic form of oppression. Brownmiller in Masriah (2015.16) stated 
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that radical feminism is history that appear as a reaction to a culture of sex-ism or 
social discrimination based on the sex of the west in the 60s, is especially important 
in the fight against sexual violence and pornography. 
Shulamith Firestone (Gamble,2010:45) wrote the book The Dialectics of Sex, 
where she called for women‟s sexual liberation. “Woman biological were oppressed 
and exploited as a class by men and by capitalists. In 1969 she was one of the 
founders of the radical feminist movement “Redstockings of the Women‟s Liberation 
Movement” whose manifest reads: “Women are an oppressed class. Our oppression is 
total, affecting every facet of our lives. We are exploited as sex objects, breeders, 
domestic servants, and cheap labor. We are considered inferior beings, whose only 
purpose in to enhance men‟s lives. Our humanity is denied. Our prescribed behavior 
is enforced by the threat of physical violence” (Redstockings.org).  
Women‟s biological (physical) „weakness‟ is upheld by patriarchy. In 
comparison to men, women are seen as physically weak. The nature and social role of 
women is defined in relation to a norm which is male. This finds its clearest 
expression in the genetic use of the terms „man‟ and „he‟ to encompass all of 
humankind (Weedon,1987; 02). 
Radical Feminism sees firmly the relationship or power relations of men and 
women, the source of the problem is patriarchal ideology. There is a view that the 
oppression of women is the result of the patriarchal system. The female body is the 
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main object of oppression by male to rule. Radical feminism believes in the 
importance of women's autonomy and movement, and sees the issue of the woman's 
personality not to be separated from the public. This flow offers the ideology of 
"women's separatist struggle", which emerges as a reaction to the culture of sexism or 
social domination. 
The followers of radical feminists do not see any difference between the 
personal and political objectives, sexual or biological elements and conducted an 
analysis of the causes of the oppression of women by men, they consider it is rooted 
in the male gender itself and its ideology of patriarchy. Radical feminism sees the 
oppression of women as a result of the universal value system of patriarchy. 
Patriarchy is a system of structures and institutions created by men in order or sustain 
and recreate male power and women subordination. ( Rollin, 1996) 
The subordination of women in society is derived from the priviledge of the 
male, the rights entrenched in the patriarchal system in acclaimed woman's body. The 
male priviledge is not limited to domestic affairs, but also extends to economic 
aspect, political, cultural and others. Such patriarchal culture has reached the whole of 
society from top to the bottom. The existing system in a society that is based on sex / 
gender, so that the way they think and the knowledge they have also formed 
following their experience as a creature with a specific gender. Thoughts like these of 
course affect the judgment against the woman seksuality, must follow and meet the 
desires of men, whether in marriage, reproduction, and prostitution. 
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Artificial insemination is regarded as way for women to stop their dependence 
on men for sexual reproduction and they see the traditional family as the main 
problem and the root of the suppression of women by men. Radical feminists believe 
that it is not enough to change society through political and social reforms, but in 
order for women to gain power over both language and thought in the areas of arts, 
science and religion, they need to redo the work that has been done in the past in 
order for the discoveries to be explained, analyzed and interpreted by women. 
Larsson in Dahlin (2014:6) said that, the existing language places men at the center 
but with this change, women‟s thoughts and ideas will be included in all these areas 
and the language will not reflect the notion that males are the norm and females are 
the deviations (Larsson 162). 
According to the radical feminist Gayle Rubin (Tong, 2006: 72), the system 
sex / gender is a series of settings used by communities to transform biological 
sexuality into products of human activity. Thus, patriarchal society uses certain facts 
about the physiology of women and men (chromosomes, anatomy, hormones) as a 
basis for building a series of identity and behavior and -feminim -maskulin applicable 
to empower both men and disempower women. In this ideological task achievement, 
patriarchal society managed to convince himself that it is a natural cultural 
construction. Therefore, the normality of the 20 person depends on its ability to 
demonstrate the identity and gender behaviors that are culturally linked to a person's 
biological sex. Furthermore, feminist radical to destroy the power of the man who is 
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ineligible for women is to first realize that women are not destined to be passive, as 
well as men are not destined to be active, and then develop whatever combination of 
properties -sifat feminine and masculine best reflect the unique personality of each 
(Tong, 2006: 73). 
Patriarchal ideology, according to Millett, exaggerating the biological 
differences between men and women, and ensure that men always have a masculine 
and dominant role, while women always have a subordinate, or feminine. This 
ideology is so strong that men are usually able to obtain the consent of their female 
oppression. They do so through institutions such as colleges, churches, and families, 
each of which justifies and confirms the subordination of women to men, with the 
result for most women to internalize a sense of inferiority themselves against men 
(Tong, 2006: 73-76 ). 
e. Liberal Feminism 
The root of liberal feminism comes from the experience of women whose 
freedom to determine their life was chained, and even the state controlled every 
woman‟s right under the pretext of "protecting women", but the reality was that 
women did not get the fullness of their lives and rights. Then it triggered the raise of 
feminism movement in the beginning of 18th century. 
Liberal feminism was first born in the 18th century formulated by Mary 
Wollstonecrat in his writings A Vindication of the Right of Women (1759-1799) and 
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in the 19th century by John Stuart Mill in his book Subjection of Women and also 
Harriet Taylor Mills in his book Enfranchisment of Women, then in the 20
th
 century 
Betty Friedan in his works The Feminist Mistique and The Second Stage.  
The liberal feminists based on their thoughts on liberal concepts whereby men 
and women have equal rights and opportunities, men and women are creatures of 
equal rationality, in which rationality itself has two aspects namely morality (decision 
maker) and prudential (self-fulfillment). The basic assumption of liberal feminism is 
that freedom and equilibrium are rooted in rationality and separation between the 
private and public world. Muslikhati S. (2004). 
The basis of their struggle is to gain equality and equality of rights and 
opportunities for every individual, especially women on the basis of their equality of 
existence as rational beings, because in essence, there is no difference between men 
and women, both of them are equal. Justice will be obtained when women achieve 
their freedom in all aspects of life and equate it with men. Men and women are 
creatures that share the capacity to think and act rationally. The root of all the 
oppression and backwardness of women is caused by the woman itself. The woman 
must prepare herself as best as possible to compete in "Free Competition" and 
equalize themselves with men. 
But the problem lies in policies in terms of gender which is biased that further 
leads to liberal feminist movements in demanding equality of education, equality of 
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political and economic rights, as well as the establishment of women's organizations 
to eradicate sexual, political, social, economic and personal discrimination . 
Liberal feminists realize that a country is dominated by men, so that all 
existing policies will be dominated by the strong influence of the men, so as if the 
country is "masculine", while women are only "silent" in the country, just as citizens, 
not as influential people in government, not as policy makers. From this matter, it can 
be seen inequality in the field of politics or state. Liberal feminism also seeks to 
awaken women that they are oppressed. Women's work shows women as subordinate 
to men, women tend to be marginalized. However, with American materialism and 
individualism, it supports liberal feminists, so many women go out and have the 
freedom to pursue themselves without being dependent on men. 
The view of liberal feminism is reformist and moderate. The issue of equality 
of rights between men and women and the extension of individual rights (including 
quota percentage quotas for women in parliamentary or government benches) and 
their solutions, is the style of Liberal Feminism. Including the involvement of women 
in development, popularly called Women in Development, is a central feature of the 
Liberal feminism movement. Agustino L. (2007). 
All these actions and movements are done little by little so that it becomes a 
hill which in the end forces the men to give free space for the involvement of women 
in all aspects of life. 
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Liberal feminists believes that gender equality and justice will be achieved by 
removing regulative barriers, which differentiate men's and women's rights. 
Inequalities in politics allow them to create a movement that has a purpose for 
integrating themselves into global politics at all levels. In HI itself, liberal feminists 
use gender as a variable in analyzing foreign policy, analyzing international politics 
and global security policy. It is because of their view that by integrating women in all 
decision making and policy making, it will make it easier to achieve the goals that 
have been declared. 
Liberal feminism focuses on the equal rights struggle between women and 
men, shown by existing law. Liberal feminists strongly oppose unjust law and 
regulation and tend to marginalize women, because both men and women have equal 
rights. There are movements of liberal feminists in various aspects of life, for 
example in the aspects of work, politics and education. In the field of work, liberal 
feminists demand equal opportunities in earning salary or facility in the workplace. In 
politics, feminists demand that they have the right to vote and to be elected. In 
education field, they demanded to get the same opportunities as well as equality in 
getting education. The purpose of feminists is to establish good and equal societies. 
In the 18th century, Liberal Feminists emphasize equal education for women. 
Mary Wollstonecraft wrote A Vindication of the Rights of Women in 1792. He argued 
that women should have equal access as men to economic and educational 
opportunities.Contemporary liberal feminists want to make women more popular in 
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world politics, to eliminate different access to power and influence over men and 
women, and thus to achieve equal rights for men or women. 
Mary Wollstonecraft, in her book A Vindication of the Right of Women, 
described a declining European society where women were confined inside the house 
and not given the opportunity to enter the labour market and just did housework. 
While men are given freedom to develop themselves as optimal as possible. In fact, if 
women are given the same opportunity, they can also develop themselves optimally. 
It will also be good if women are also given the same education with men.  
Wollstone strives to find a solution to that and he found that equal education level is 
the solution. By generalizing women's education with men's education, that would 
make a woman as "independent women," not just men's dolls and toys. 
The liberal feminism in the 19th century emphasizes the opportunity of Civil 
and Economic rights for women and men. J S Mill and Harriet Tailor Mill also joined 
Wollestonecraft. They emphasize the importance of rationality for women. JS Mill 
and Harriet Tailor Mill further emphasize that equality of women and men should not 
be given equal education but should also be given the opportunity to play a role in the 
economy and guaranteed civil rights which include the right to organize, freedom of 
expression, the right to vote and private property rights and other civil rights. 
Another contribution to their thinking is that both emphasize the importance 
of Education, Partnership and Equality. Mill puts more emphasis on education and 
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rights, while Taylor places more emphasis on partnership. Mill further also 
questioned the superiority of men, he argued that the man was not more intellectually 
superior than women are. Mill‟s thought is also interesting that the virtues affixed to 
women are often detrimental because women cannot be themselves only, because 
they will be the ones that people want. 
Liberal Feminism in the 20th Century, The Feminist Mistique written by Betty 
Frieden, if we compared it with books written earlier by Wollestone, JS Mills and 
Harriet Tylor seemed not radical. According to Betty, the middle-class woman who 
became a housewife felt empty and gloomy. They spent their time just to shop, walk, 
care, beautify themselves, satisfy the lust of the husband, and so forth. So the solution 
to those problems are that women have to go back to school and then contribute to the 
family economy, a career but still as a housewife too, go hand in hand. 
But twenty years later he realized in his book The Second Stage that a career 
as well as a housewife is very difficult, in addition to serving her husband, also must 
serve his employer in the office. So the thing that needs to be done is that make a 
movement to realize the limitations of themselves created by the community that 
women must establish a cooperation with men to change the public mindset in the 
public and private, which is the husband must also participate shoulder the family 
burden of economic, household and children. 
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Then, what about liberal feminism in the United States? Given that liberal 
feminism is the most adherent in America. The feminist foothold is The Declaration 
of Independence which states that men and women are created equally. 
The gender essence of American feminists is more grounded in cultural and 
historical analysis, comparing to French feminism which emphasizes Freud's 
psychoanalysis. Elizabeth Cady was a feminist in the United States who initiated the 
women's rights convention at Seneca Falls in 1848. She fought for the right of the 
women of the United States. The text of the Declaration of Independence became the 
foundation for Elizabeth to write the Declaration of Sentiments and Resolution which 
was the result of the convention at the historic meeting, the Women's Rights 
Convention at Seneca Falls on July 19
th
, 1848. The Declaration of American 
Independence 1776 stated that all human beings are created equally. Under the 
declaration, the convention demands liberal principles to be applied both to women 
and men. He asserted that the word "all the people" in the United States constitution 
meant not only men in it but women as well.  
The feminists in the United States demand professional positions, expert jobs, 
protesting low wages, and working at the same wage as men. They also demand 
reproductive rights and abortion abuses. However, there is a pro and contra about the 
movement of women in the United States, on the one hand, they assume that women 
are the same person as men, on the other hand, they assume that women have 
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biological and psychological differences. This led to the 19th amendment debate 
which guaranteed women's suffrage. 
The Liberal National Organization for Women (NOW) is fighting for 
women's personal progress. NOW uses legal cases, lobbied Congress, and pressured 
to the President to lower restrictions on women. One of the NOW's main proposals is 
the ratification of the Equal Rights Amendment (ERA) to eliminate the differential 
treatment of sex in the field of law. This succeeded in forcing the New York Times to 
abolish specific job classification ads "Male Only" or "Female Only", as well as 
restaurants that were used only for men's consumption. Integration and reform are 
their goals, not separation and revolution. 
The most important criticism for Liberal Feminism is that the Liberal 
Feminism never questioned the ideology of the Patriarchy and in no way explains the 
root of women's oppression. The Liberal Feminists simply say that the source of 
women's problems so far is because of the women themselves and the solution that 
must be done is to equip the women with education and also the participation to other 
areas as men have got. Liberal Feminists are perceived as incapable of seeing that 
women are the least accessible to education, either because of the high cost or 
because of the frequent discrimination. Then how can women earn a decent income, 
while most of them live in third world countries, who are victims of imperialism and 
live below the poverty line. 
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Factually, the liberal feminism movement is also seen as not able to counter 
the government's attacks on women, where in many cases of humanity, women and 
children become the first victims. Liberal Feminists are deemed unsuccessful in 
explaining why there is still significant gender inequality, not only in developing 
countries, but in advanced capitalist countries there are still differences in salaries and 
opportunities for women and men. 
Liberal feminism was quiet for four decades after winning the vote. In the 
1960s during the civil rights movement, liberal feminists drew parallels between 
systemic race discrimination and sex discrimination. Groups such as the National 
Organization for Women, the National Women's Political Caucus, and the Women's 
Equity Action League were all created at that time to further women's rights. In the 
U.S., these groups have worked for the ratification of the Equal Rights Amendment 
or "Constitutional Equity Amendment", in the hopes it will ensure that men and 
women are treated as equals under the democratic laws that also influence important 
spheres of women's lives, including reproduction, work and equal pay issues. Other 
issues important to liberal feminists include but are not limited to reproductive rights 
and abortion access, sexual harassment, voting, education, fair compensation for 
work, affordable childcare, affordable health care, and bringing to light the frequency 
of sexual and domestic violence against women. 
Liberal feminism views the discrimination of women who are treatedunfair. 
Women should have equal opportunity withman to succeed in society. According to 
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liberal feminist, justicegender can start from ourselves. First, the rules forthe game 
must be fair. Second, make sure no one wants toutilizing a group of other societies 
and the systems it usesmust be systematic and no one is harmed (Tong, 2010: 2). 
Liberal feminism is an individualistic form of feminist theory, which focuses 
on women‟s ability to maintain their equality through their own actions and choices. 
Liberal feminists argue that society holds the false belief that women are, by nature, 
less intellectually and physically capable than men; thus it tends to discriminate 
against women in the academy, the forum, and the marketplace. Liberal feminists 
believe that "female subordination is rooted in a set of customary and legal 
constraints that blocks women‟s entrance to and success in the so-called public 
world". They strive for sexual equality via political and legal reform. 
The goal for liberal feminists in the late 1800‟s and early 1900‟s was to gain 
women‟s suffrage under the idea that they would then gain individual liberty. They 
were concerned with gaining freedom through equality, putting an end to men‟s 
cruelty to women, and gaining the freedom to opportunities to become full persons. 
They believed that no government or custom should prohibit the exercise of personal 
freedom. Early liberal feminists had to counter the assumption that only white men 
deserved to be full citizens. Feminists such as Mary Wollstonecraft, Judith Sargent 
Murray, and Frances Wright advocated for women‟s full political inclusion In 1920, 
after nearly 50 years of intense activism, women were finally granted the right to vote 
and the right to hold public office in the United States. 
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The researcher concluded that, there are some points of liberal feminist 
want to achieve which are : 
1) An equal right with men. 
2) To gain individual liberty. 
3) Patriarchal cause liberal feminism. 
C. Synopsis 
300: Rise of an Empire tells the story of the battle between Persia and Greece. 
Queen Gorgo (Lena Headey) of Sparta tells his men about the Battle of Marathon that 
killed King Darius I (Yigal Naor) of Persia. King Darius I was killed by General 
Themistocles (Sullivan Stapleton) from Athens 10 years ago. Son of Darius, Xerxes 
(Rodrigo Santoro) witnessed his father's death and was advised not to continue the 
war because "only gods can defeat the Greeks". Commander of Darius's army, 
Artemisia (Eva Green). Artemisia states that Darius's last words are a challenge and 
send Xerxes into the journey through the desert. Xerxes then reached a cave and 
bathed with another worldly fluid, emerging as an 8-foot "God-King". He returned to 
Persia and declared war with Greece to avenge his father. Artemisia was previously a 
greek people whose entire family was raped and killed by greek troops. Only 
Artemisia survived his family and he was detained by greek troops and eventually he 
was banished and found by a persian messenger. Artemisia was nurtured and trained 
by the finest soldiers of the Persian Empire until no one could match his sword skills. 
And on that day Artemisia vowed to return to Greece only when she saw Greece 
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burning. The King of Darius was impressed with his determination and he quickly 
gained a position as commander in Persia. 
During the Xerxes attack on Thermopylae, Themistocles met with the 
consoles and convinced them to provide a fleet against the Persians at sea. 
Thermistocles then went to Sparta to ask for King Leonidas (Gerard Butler), but was 
told Dilios (David Wenham) that Leonidas consulted with Oracle and Gorgo was 
reluctant to side with Athena. Themistocles then returns with his old friend Scyllas 
(Callan Mulvey) who breaks through Persian forces and learns that Artemisia was 
born Greek but crossed into Persia because his family was killed by Greek soldiers. 
He was saved by a Persian. The 300 movie scene: Rise of an Empire goes on to 
Themistocles leading a fleet of 50 warships and thousands of people including 
Scyllas, son of Scyllas-Calisto (Jack O'Connel) and right-handed Themistocles-
Aeskylos (Hans Matheson). In the battle Artemisia marveled at the capabilities of 
Themistocles and took him to his ship. There Artemisia asked Themistocles to join 
Persia. He refused and caused Artemisia to swear revenge. 
Wars continued the next day but Themistocles had fallen into the ocean 
because the ship was destroyed by the commander of Artemisia from 
persia.Artemisia had thought Themistokles had died after he destroyed the greek ship. 
Artemisia and his troops retreated. After recovering from the wounds Themistocles 
learned that only a few of the troops and ships could survive. Knowing Themistocles 
is still alive Artemisia prepares to fight again. Themistocles and Artemisia fought 
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with a dead end, both equally wounded. At the end of the movie 300: Rise of an 
Empire, Artemisia tried to kill Themistocles but was finally stabbed by Themistocles 
and killed. 
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CHAPTER III 
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
A.  Research Design 
This research is classifid as a descriptivequalitative method because the data 
of this research are in the form of uttrances and words which are not statistically 
analyzed and do not deal with number at all (Endraswara, 2011: 5). Beside of that , 
the decriptive qualitative method is used because the aim of this research are to 
describe and to plain the liberal feminism in 300: Rise of an Empire‟s movie. 
B. Source of Data 
All data of this research would be taken from from 300: Rise of an Empire 
movie. This movie was released in United States of America on March 7, 2014 with 
duration 102 minutes and used English language and include 33 pages script. Data is 
a key point in the study. In this study, its main data would be the utterance and all or 
the content of 300: Rise of an Empire movie. 
C. Instrument of Research 
The writer used note taking as instrument on this research to collect the data. 
Note taking is a method assembling data required by using note cards to write down 
the data findings from source of data (Ray in Syarifuddin, 2014: 16). In order to find 
the data easily, the researcher made some notes to classify the important units or parts 
of the drama that related to the problem and objective of the research.
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D. Procedure of Data Collection 
In this research, the writer applied some procedures of collecting data as 
follows; 
1. The writer firstly watched the movie carefully and understood the movie 
deeply, 
2. The writer identified the radical behavior of woman shows in the movie, 
3. The writer wrote down the data from the movie to piece of  paper. 
4. The writer classified the radical feminism in the movie based on the theory. 
E. Prosedure of analyzing data 
The data in this study based on the theory of Liberal feminism by Mary 
Woolstonecraft. In this study, the writer tried to find out how is liberal feminism 
portrayed in the 300: Rise of an Empire movie. 
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CHAPTER IV 
FINDING AND DISCUSSION 
This chapter provided findings and discussions. The writer presented further 
information about Liberal feminism in 300: Rise of an empire movie by Noam 
Murro. 
The categorised data was based on Mary‟stheory in A Vindication of the Right 
of Women (1759-1799) about liberal feminism. The liberal feminists based on their 
thoughts on liberal concepts whereby men and women have equal rights and 
opportunities, men and women are creatures of equal rationality, in which rationality 
itself has two aspects namely morality (decision maker) and prudential (self-
fulfillment).  
A. Findings  
This research is to describe how the liberal feminism portrayed in the 300: 
Rise of an empire movie. The liberal feminism portrayed in the movie as follows: 
1.  Artemisia fought with the minister of persia in order to get a position as 
commander of Persia. 
Extract  1 ( 00:27:30) 
Solder 1 :The great king Darius was impressed by her commitment. And 
she quickly rose to command at his side.  
She has sold her soul to death himself. 
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In extract 1, Artemisia fights with persian ministers, of which he wins the 
battle. Artemisia beheads them and Artemisia presents the heads of the ministers 
whom he has conquered to king Darius as proof that he is able to lead and win the 
battle. 
2. Artemisia does not trust anyone. 
Extract 2 (00:11:52) 
Narator : Artemisia trusted no one.  
 So, in the cover of night the palace was cleansed of all Xerxes' allies.  
 All those he trusted.  
 All those who had raised him.  
All those he had once looked to for counsel were quickly introduced to her 
wrath. And as the God-king stood before his people,  
 Artemisia watched her flawless manipulation take shape. 
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In Extract 2 Artemisia does not trust anyone. All ofXerse's allies have been 
killed even all those who have raised her and given her advice from childhood to 
commander have been killed.Artemisia became a Persian commander to fight Greece. 
 
3. Commander Artemisia led the Persian warrior in battle.  
Extract 3 ( 00:24:03) 
Narator :After become a Persian commander, Artemisia was assigned 
to lead the Persian troops while fighting. 
Extract 3 above tells the story of a female commander named Artemisia 
leading his (Greek) troops in a war between Persia and Greece. Every war that takes 
place between Persia and Greek, Artemisia has always been a commander of Persian 
warrior soldiers. 
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Extract 4 ( 01:22:06) 
Artemisia : Today, the last Greek ships will be destroyed. Show them no mercy. Give 
them no quarter. Today we will dance across the backs of dead Greeks. 
Today we deliver submission. Today I want to feel Themistokles' throat 
beneath my boots. 
In extract 4,Arthemisia led the Persian battle against Greece.Artemisia says 
that he will destroy Greece in a war between Greece and Persia. And she will step on 
the neck of themistokles commander. 
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Extract 5 (00:40:19) 
Artemisia : For though I stand among 10,000, I am alone. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In extract 5 Artemisia says although he has 10,000 soldiers he still feels alone 
because he thinks his soldiers can not help him in the battle between Persia and 
Greece, 
4. Commander Artemisia destroys greek ships by means of archery without the help 
of his soldiers. 
Extract  ( 01:02:26) 
Artemisia : give me the arrow. I will destroy them.. 
Solder : yes commander.  
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Extract 6 Artemisia is at war with the greek troops and shoots towards the 
Greek Ship and makes the greedy ship destroyed and burned. So all the soldiers of the 
Greek warriors and commander of Themistokles who became the Greek commander 
drowned out. 
 
5. Commander Artemisia did not want to follow the command of the king of Persia 
(god-king). 
Extract 7 ( 01:16:10) 
Artemisia: You would dare to advise me in matters of war? 
God King:  I am the God-king.  
I am the one who triumphed over Leonidas.  
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I am the one who laid waste to this showpiece of Athens.  
I am your king. 
Artemisia: Killing Leonidas and his men only made them martyrs.  
And when you razed Athens, you set fire to the only thing of value in this 
country.  
I will attack the Greeks...  
With my entire Navy.  
God King: Artemisia. Enough! 
Artemisia : Do not forget who put the crown on your childish head. My king. 
In extract 7 Artemisia who did not follow the command of the Persian king 
who forbade him to fight because the king feared the war was just a trap from the 
Greek army but Artemisia kept fighting and told his soldiers to prepare for the need 
for war even without the king's consent. 
6. Commander Artemisia fought with commander Themistokles. 
Extract 8 ( 01:27:30). 
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Artemisia : I will destroy greek without remaining. 
Themistokles : do what you can commander.  
In extract 8 a Persian commander named Artemisia with the Greek 
Commander Themistokles was at war to avenge him against Greece. 
 
 
7. Commander Artemisia killed anyone who dared to disturb her. 
Extract 9 (00 : 21 : 27) 
Greek‟s solder :Your commander is a Greek.  
Just like me.  
You Persian men take your orders from a Greek woman. 
Artemisia :Yes, my brother. 
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I am Greek by birth... 
And I have Greek blood running through my veins.  
But my   heart... is Persian. 
Extract 9 above tells about the Greek warriors being held hostage by Persian 
warriors. And tells them that their commander is a Greek blood just like him. But the 
Persian commander said that although he had Greek blood but his heart remained in 
favor of Persia. After that the commander of Artemisia killed the greedy soldier by 
beheading his head because the soldiers dared to fight the commander Artemisia.  
8. The cause of the action of Artemisia became liberal because of the patriarchy 
experienced. 
Extract 10 ( 00:25:23) 
Artemisia : Rumors are her entire family was murdered by a squad of Greek 
Hoplites. I have heard all the stories. And the Hoplites spared no one 
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on that day. The story goes that they raped and murdered her entire 
family. 
Artemisia was a Greek boy whose whole family was killed by Greek hoplites. 
And before being killed, her mother was abused by them 
Extract 11 ( 00:26:00) 
Narator  : After years of being kept in the bowels of a Greek slave ship... She 
was discarded and left for dead 
Artemisia for many years was held on a Greek slave ship and after being 
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detained she was thrown out and left to die 
9. Commander Artemisia is never give up in battle. 
Extract 12 ( 01:31:09) 
Themistokles :Now order your ships to disengage and surrender to me. 
Artemisia: Surrender? (Artemisia suddenly took the weapons around her and 
continued her battle because she did not want to give up). 
In extract 12 Themistokles ordered Artemisia to surrender and withdraw from 
this war. But she refuse to retreat and continue her resistance to Greece. 
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A. Discussion  
This part, the writer discusses the analytical data that has been found in the 
“300: Rise of an Empire” movie by Noam Murro. The writer identifies Liberal 
Feminism Analysis in “300: Rise of an Empire” movie by Noam Murro using the 
“Liberal Feminism” theory by Mary. The writer find that, there are some point of 
liberal feminism want to achieve which are, an equal right with men, being a single 
person which does not need man as their leader ( to gain individual liberty), 
patriarchal cause the liberal feminism. 
1. An equal rights with men. 
In recent years liberal feminism has become a much-discussed issue in various 
forums both nationally and internationally. Such as from politics, economy, law, 
culture and religion,where nowadays women who wants an equal rights with men in 
terms of economy, politics, position / leadership, religion, social as showed Artemisia 
in extract 1,5,7 and 9 where she become commander of Persia. Artemisia practiced 
sword fighting, learning battle technique and become a tough woman. After 
mastering the entire fighting techniques, Arthemisia ago against the ministers and 
killed them. Since that time she was given the titled commander of the Persian and 
obtain an equal rights with other commanders. She wants to destroy all those who do 
not follow his orders. Artemisia also scolded all the Persian soldiers they lead 
because they have not managed to beat the soldier Greek and commander of 
Artemisia must intervene against all soldiers greek including the commander of the 
Greek, Themistocles. In real life there have been many women who have equal rights 
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with men. which is where many women become leaders in the company and men 
become subordinates. 
2. To gain individual liberty 
For Libertarist, they argues that they have a rights to obey or disobey anything 
that can harm themselves in other words they are free to choose. Artemisia become a 
leaders of an Persian army and consider herselves to be a leader like men and solve 
all problems in her own way as seen in 300: rise of an empire movie on Extract 
2,3,6,8, 12. The one where the commander of Artemisia does not trust anyone except 
himself. The commander of Artemisia killed all the people who had helped her 
because she did not want to be betrayed. She feels that she can do anything himself. 
Artemisia did not want to follow the command of the king of Persia (god king) 
because he felt entitled to act as he wished. Artemisia led the battle between Greece 
and Persia, she always wants to win the war to destroy the Greek warriors. In the 
battle that took place between Persia and Greece, Artemisia destroyed most of the 
greek boat boats by her archery alone. In the ensuing battle of Artemisia fought with 
Themistokles of Greece. She was very eager to fight with Themistokles and very 
confident of beating him. Artemisia showed all her ability to win this battle in 
absolute and no one else dared to fight it. In this battle Commander Themistokles 
ordered Artemisia to have all her soldiers retreat from the war, but the commander of 
Artemisia did not want to and still led the battle and against Themistokles 
commander. Commander Artemisia did not want to be oppressed and suffered defeat. 
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Now many women work to support themselves without the help of men. 
Many women want to live independently to avoid pressure from men in terms of 
social, religious, economic and political. 
3. Patriarchal cause liberal feminism. 
Men benefit from this patriarchal system, both material and physical. This 
patriarchal view that makes women the object of discrimination and radical feminism 
assumes the cause of male discrimination by men is rooted in the male sex itself and 
its patriarchal ideology. Therefore today many women show their opposition to men 
by doing the usual work done by men and even revenge if they accept discrimination 
from men, as experienced by the commander of Artemisia in Extract 3 and extract 4. 
At the moment His little family Artemisia was killed and harassed by Hoplites greek 
when he was a greedy man. Artemisia saw her mother and father murdered by the 
Greek Hoplites. 
That is why Artemisia avenged them and wanted to destroy the whole Greek 
society and become a leader in Persia so that her heart ache was paid for killing his 
mother and father and her city of residence. After his mother and father were killed 
and his city destroyed by Greek hoplites. After being taken hostage, Artemisia was 
thrown away on the streets and left dead by Greek hoplites. However Artemisia was 
discovered by a Persian blooded man and he was cared for and learned to fight in 
order to become a leader in Persia and to avenge him against Greek.
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CHAPTER V 
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
This chapter delivers two parts that are conclusion and suggestion based on 
finding and discussion of An Analysis of liberal feminism in 300: Rise of an Empire 
movie by Noam Murro. 
A. Conclusion  
1. Researchers found that an equal rights with men in the film that is where 
Artemisia got the same footing as men by obtaining the position of the 
commander of Persia. Artemisia is a staunch commander and does not need a 
male leader because Artemisia feels she can do it herself. Artemisia considers 
herself more powerful and can lead the Persians in battle with the Greeks. 
Commander Artemisia has a lot of soldiers in Persia but she was standing alone 
in the battle because all soldiers can not work properly and optimally. Artemisia 
commander in battle also never gave up with her opponent in order to aim for 
revenge against Greek can be realized. 
2. Artemisia being a single person which does not need man as their leader. 
Artemisia unyielding commander in leading the war because Artemisia wanted 
to rob and destroy freedom Greek without the approval of the king of Persia 
(god-king). Artemisia felt no need for help from the Persian king because 
Artemisia felt able to do so. The commander of Artemisia also felt the king of 
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Persia could be the king as now because thanks to the help of Commander 
Artemisia who put the crown in his head. 
3. Patriarchal cause liberal feminism, Artemisia attitude that became commander 
of the Persian warrior women bleed when Artemisia is Greek, it all for their 
discrimination from the Greeks to the family when Artemisia was little that 
where both parents in abused and then killed. And Artemisia was taken hostage 
in greek boats for many years ago in the waste and let die on the road. Before 
Artemisia became commander of Persia, Artemisia first practiced warfare using 
the sword to protect herself. After that Artemisia fought with the ministers in 
Persia. Artemisia managed to kill the leader of the leader and cut off his head. 
Thereafter Artemisia was officially adopted into Persian communion. 
Surat Al-An’am 165  : 
  َقَْوف ْمُكَضَْعب ََعفَرَو ِضَْرْلْا َفِئَلََخ ْمَُكَلعَج يِذَّلا َوُهَو
  ُعيِزَس َكَّبَر َّنِإ ۗ ْمُكَاتآ اَم يِف ْمُكَُولَْبيِل ٍتاَجََرد ٍضَْعب
 رٌمي َِر رٌرُو َ َل ُ َّ ِإَو ِاَا ِعْلا 
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“He it is who hath placed you as viceroys of the earth and hath exalted some of you 
in rank above others, that he may try you by ( the test of) that which he hath given 
you. Lo! Thy Lord is swift in prosecution, and Lo! He verily is forgiving, Merciful.” 
“Dan Dialah yang menjadikan kamu penguasa-penguasa di bumi dan Dia 
meninggikan sebahagian kamu atas sebahagian (yang lain) beberapa derajat, untuk 
mengujimu tentang apa yang diberikan-Nya kepadamu. Sesungguhnya Tuhanmu 
amat cepat siksaan-Nya dan sesungguhnya Dia Maha Pengampun lagi Maha 
Penyayang.” 
According to the above verse God does not only make man a ruler. But 
women are also able to become rulers. As Artemisia did in 300: Rise of an Empire 
movie. Artemisia became commander and ruler of Persia. 
B. Suggestion  
 Based on the research that has been done by researcher, he suggests to: 
1. The researcher suggested for the next researcher who will make the similar 
research about feminism can use the other topics to be analysed. 
2. The researcher hoped that through this thesis, the reader is able to know 
more about radical feminism like shown in literary work such as novel, 
poetry,drama and etc. 
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3. The researcher recommended that the reader can analyse the other kinds of 
feminism. For example, Liberal Feminism, Marxist feminism,Socialist 
Feminism, postcollonial Feminism, etc. 
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APPANDIX 
 300: RISE OF AN EMPIRE MOVIE SCRIPT, the duration is an hour, forty 
two minutes, and thirty five seconds (01:42:35). 
 
The oracle's words 
 Stand as a warning.  
A prophecy.  
"Sparta will fall. All  
of Greece will fall."  
And Persian fire will  
reduce Athens to cinder.  
For Athens is a pile of stone  
and wood and cloth and dust.  
And as dust, will  
vanish into the wind.  
Only the Athenians  
themselves exist.  
And the fate of the world hangs  
on their every syllable.  
Only the Athenians exist.  
And only stout wooden  
ships can save them.  
Wooden ships...  
And a tidal wave of heroes' blood.  
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Leonidas, my husband...  
Leonidas, your king...  
Leonidas and the brave 300 are dead.  
The free men and women of Greece  
are not bound by a beautiful spartan death.  
War is not their love.  
Yet he lay down his life for them.  
For the promise Greece holds.  
'Tis our enemies who forged our freedom in the fires of war.  
It was king Darius who came to take our land.  
Ten years ago,  
when youth still burned in our eyes,  
before this bitter  
war forced our children to become men.  
Ten years ago,  
this war began as all wars begin:  
With a grievance.  
Marathon. The Persian king,  
Darius, annoyed by the notion of Greek freedom,  
has come to Greece to bring us to heel.  
He makes landfall at the field of marathon  
with an invading force which outnumbers  
the Greek defenders three to one.  
And so at dawn,  
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the hopeless Athenians do the unthinkable.  
They attack.  
They attack the weary  
Persians as they disembark  
their ships on shaky legs after a month at sea.  
They attack before  
they can establish their war camp and supply their soldiers.  
And who is the architect  
of this mad strategy? 
A little-known Athenian soldier.  
His men call him Themistokles.  
He gives the Persians a taste of Athenian shock combat.  
All thoughts of glory are gone.  
Thousands dead.  
Hundreds of them their own.  
All for an idea:  
A free Greece...  
An Athenian experiment called "democracy."  
Could this idea be worth it?  
Worth all this sacrifice?  
Themistokles would let the good king Darius decide.  
For through the chaos a moment appeared.  
And Themistokles would seize it.  
A moment that would ring across the centuries.  
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A moment that would raise him from simple soldier to the height of Athenian 
political power. 
 No! A moment that would make Themistokles a legend. 
 Yet even as the praise and glory were heaped upon him, 
Themistokles knew in his heart he had made a mistake.  
It was Darius's son, Xerxes, whose eyes had the stink of destiny about them. 
Themistokles knew he should have killed that boy. 
 That glorious mistake would forever haunt him. 
 And so it was Themistokles himself who sent a ripple across the Persian empire and 
set into motion forces that would bring fire to the heart of Greece. 
 For as the good king lay dying, 
all his greatest generals and advisors were summoned to his bedside. 
 None greater than his finest naval commander, 
 Artemisia.  
Her ferocity bested only by her beauty. 
 Her beauty matched only by her devotion to her king.  
Darius favored Artemisia among his generals for she had brought him victory on the 
battlefield.  
In her, 
he had the perfect warrior protge that his son Xerxes would never be.  
So sweet, my child. My sweet...  
Child. Father. Xerxes.  
Do not repeat your father's mistake.  
Leave the ignoble Greeks to their ways.  
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Only the gods can defeat them.  
Only... the gods.  
For seven days,  
Xerxes mourned...  
Paralyzed by grief.  
On the eighth day,  
Artemisia whispered the seed of madness that would consume him.  
Your father's words were not a warning...  
But a challenge.  
Only the gods can defeat the Greeks?  
You will be a God-king.  
Artemisia gathered the priests,  
wizards and mystics from every corner of the empire.  
They wrapped the young king in cimmerian gauze dipped in ancient potions...  
And set him to wander the desert...  
Till in a delirium of heat and thirst,  
he stumbled upon a hermits' cave.  
Xerxes passed the vacant eyes and empty  
souls of the hollow creatures that dwell in the dark corners of all men's hearts.  
And in that darkness,  
he surrendered himself completely to power so evil and perverse...  
that, as he emerged,  
no part of a human man that was Xerxes survived.  
His eyes blazed like Scarlet coals.  
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He was stripped, cleansed, glabrous and smooth.  
Xerxes was reborn a God.  
Artemisia trusted no one.  
So, in the cover of night the palace was cleansed of all Xerxes' allies.  
All those he trusted.  
All those who had raised him.  
All those he had once looked to for counsel were quickly introduced to her wrath. 
And as the God-king stood before his people,  
Artemisia watched her flawless manipulation take shape.  
For glory's sake...  
For vengeance's sake...  
War! War is coming to  
Greece in the visage of a monster army over a million strong.  
It should be little more than a formality for Themistokles,  
the hero of marathon,  
to finish what he began.  
Please! We must appeal to Xerxes' reason!  
Coward! Athens is a city of cowards!  
Shut your cock hole!  
Shut your own!  
I'll kill you! Fuck the Spartans!  
Fuck those muscle-bound boy-lovers!  
Silence!  
Silence for the hero of marathon!  
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This is a democracy, not a street fight.  
Quiet!  
It's Themistokles.  
The Persian attack will come from both the north and the South.  
The city-states should negotiate a truce.  
Yes, yes, we must negotiate.  
Negotiate with tyranny?  
Give me one example of when that has ever profited a nation.  
You're right.  
We must unite.  
My fellow countrymen...  
We can only judge the future from what we have suffered in the past.  
Now, many of you here stood with me at marathon...  
And for those of you who served and faced the cut and thrust of battle,  
you know how true peace is forged.  
Do not be deceived.  
Xerxes, the son of Darius, is a wolf at our door.  
Right here, right now...  
We must choose:  
Do we stand and fight for Greece or not?  
Argos... Corinth... Megara... Athens.  
Not even Sparta can match the Persians alone.  
We must persevere as one nation.  
Or we will perish clinging onto our own self-interests.  
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Send us the ships that we need to defend Greece.  
Themistokles will need more than our cities' ships.  
He will need our children to join the fight.  
And what of Sparta?  
You send every ship that we have to the northern coast of Euboea.  
I will go and seek the help of the great Spartans.  
Still no word from the messenger you sent to Sparta.  
King Leonidas may have been insulted by your generous offer.  
Perhaps I need to march into  
Sparta myself and burn it to the ground.  
Remember...  
When a king is loved as I am...  
Much can be accomplished.  
They would be fools to resist my divine power.  
Athens is attempting to assemble a coalition.  
It'll be nothing more than a patchwork of ships.  
Once these waters have been traversed,  
I will lead my force across the land.  
I will remind the cowards of Greece  
that we have not forgotten their insolence.  
Rest and water the horses.  
It's best I go alone.  
Spartans don't get along well with others.  
Aah! Spartans.  
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Themistokles. You old snake.  
What brings you this far South?  
I've come to see Leonidas to warn him that the Persians are on the march.  
Well, you're too late.  
Persian messenger already presented his terms to Leonidas.  
Symbolic offering of earth and water.  
Spartans! Know this and know it well.  
That any Spartan's finest moment...  
The greatest fulfillment of all he holds dear...  
Is that moment... 
When he has fought  
his heart out for the preservation of Sparta...  
And lies dead on the battlefield...  
Victorious. Now,  
who is willing to die at our king's side?  
Themistokles.  
You've come a long way to stroke your cock whilst watching real men train.  
Queen Gorgo.  
Shouldn't he be training them to live at their king's side? 
 A new age is dawning,  
Gorgo. Won't be long before men rise up  
and shed the yoke of mysticism and tyranny.  
That sounds like a threat.  
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No. An opportunity to join the rest of free Greece and stand against a true tyrant... 
Unless,  
of course, you and Leonidas have already made a deal with Xerxes.  
No terms were reached.  
Xerxes' messenger was...  
Well, he was rude and lacked respect.  
He didn't understand 
the same threats made in Thebes and Athens would not work here.  
This is the birthplace of the world's greatest warriors.  
Men whose king would stand and fight and die for any one of them.  
Xerxes' messenger did not understand this is no typical Greek city-state.  
This is Sparta.  
So it was clear to the messenger there would be no spartan submission.  
It was clear.  
Even now, Leonidas is in counsel with the oracle over his battle plan.  
The festival of the Carnea is all that stands in our way.  
Surely, the oracle will see we must fight.  
Well, then my timing is perfect.  
I am commanding a fleet of ships that will represent a united Greece.  
I need Sparta to join me.  
Give me your ships, Gorgo.  
I will make sure that Xerxes wishes he never crossed the Aegean.  
You will receive no spartan ships.  
We are not interested in a united Greece.  
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That is your dream, Themistokles, not ours.  
All I am concerned with is the preservation of Sparta.  
My guards will see you out.  
It's funny that you mock freedom here in your selfish isolation.  
Yet, freedom, in her wisdom, has chosen you to defend her.  
My queen. Will Sparta join our fight?  
Apparently,  
the Persians have offered the Spartans something they cannot refuse. 
And what is that? A beautiful death.  
They say you are the bravest of our captives.  
They say you are a whore from the eastern seas.  
You're not the smartest.  
Your commander is a Greek.  
Just like me.  
You Persian men take your orders from a Greek woman.  
Yes, my brother.  
I am Greek by birth...  
And I have Greek blood running through my veins.  
But my heart...  
is Persian. Within hours...  
The Greek fleet will be shattered.  
What of our master and the much-feared Spartans?  
There's nothing to fear.  
Only king Leonidas and his personal guard of 300 have marched to fight.  
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They'll collapse instantly.  
You. Do you agree?  
Many will perish.  
Your confidence leaves me with a strong impression.  
It's a curious thing for a simple ship guard to not lower his eyes when questioned by 
me.  
That could've been just a lack of discipline.  
But a man's hands do not lie.  
They can reveal every imperfection and flaw in his character.  
You see,  
your hands are not rough enough to work the rigging of this ship.  
I know every single man beneath my lash.  
Can you explain to me how I don't know you?  
Forgive me,  
commander.  
Let me introduce myself.  
Seize the spy.  
Coward. Storm is upon us.  
It's just some mad Greek weather.  
Themistokles. Come. Calisto.  
What is spoken here must not be repeated.  
Anywhere.  
My son has not earned the right to sit at the table of combat veterans,  
but you can trust him.  
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Very well.  
Tell me.  
A Greek woman commands all of Xerxes' ships to the South.  
Artemisia.  
I know of her.  
Artemisia is murderous by trade with true skill on the sea and she has thirst for 
vengeance.  
Rumors are her entire family was murdered by a squad of Greek Hoplites.  
I have heard all the stories.  
And the Hoplites spared no one on that day.  
The story goes that they raped and murdered her entire family.  
And then they turned their attention towards her.  
After years of being kept in the bowels of a Greek slave ship...  
She was discarded and left for dead,  
where she was found near death by a Persian emissary.  
Artemisia vowed that day to return to Greece...  
Only when she could watch it burn.  
She was fed,  
clothed and trained by the finest warriors of the Persian empire...  
Aah!... 
Until no match could be found for her skills and gift with the sword.  
The great king Darius was impressed by her commitment.  
And she quickly rose to command at his side.  
She has sold her soul to death himself.  
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Well, some could say that I've sold mine to Greece.  
And what do you think? Me? Yes.  
You are the future of this country.  
I'm ready to fight. I like him.  
He reminds me of you.  
We will need every last man.  
Well, he is still just a boy.  
Much younger have defended our country,  
father. Enough! You are a dreamer and will speak of this no more.  
Themistokles,  
I've set your plan in motion and my land force will be assembled by the second day. 
You will be needed.  
I can assure you of that.  
And there is bad news.  
Leonidas has marched north to the hot gates.  
Bad news? With the Spartans at the hot gates,  
our victory is assured.  
If the army were with him.  
But between the oracle and the Carnea,  
Leonidas has marched to Thermopylae with just 300 men.  
So the only thing standing between  
Athens and total annihilation is Leonidas and 300 Spartans.  
I will search out the veterans among them.  
Establish some order among the volunteers.  
66 
 
 
 
Good. There's little time to teach these farmhands strategy.  
Just keep them well-fed...  
And sober. Anything else?  
Wouldn't hurt if they could swing a sword.  
Well, I'll be damned.  
Shit! Does your father know that you're here?  
No, sir. And this shield and sword?  
My grandfather's.  
My mother entrusted them to me this morning.  
When she gave you her blessing?  
Yes, sir.  
With a sharp blade, no less.  
Your father is preparing a surprise for our enemy tomorrow.  
I choose to fight here.  
Now. Come aboard my ship.  
That is where you will fight. Yes, sir.  
We've just over 50 ships.  
Persian forces reported a number in the thousands. 
Those ships appear hardly seaworthy.  
They're nothing like the monster ships of the Persian fleet.  
Then we have the advantage.  
Speed and maneuverability.  
Rest of the city-states have sent anywhere from a handful to a single ship.  
Of course, Athens supplied the balance.  
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We have report that a small advance force of Persian  
ships have taken refuge from the storm just across the strait.  
If the weather breaks,  
we could hit them at dawn.  
An early Greek victory.  
The gods have given us an opportunity to wound  
the Persians and strengthen Greek morale.  
A tempting distraction.  
But we'll stick to the battle plan.  
Today at sundown,  
we will sail out to meet the main Persian fleet.  
We'll attack them in the open water with no shore to narrow the battle.  
To attack a force of over a thousand ships with our meager force is suicide.  
Such is my plan.  
Look at their excuse for a Navy.  
Their ships are of little threat.  
I need a second in command, Artaphernes.  
And whoever proves their excellence will earn a place beside me.  
General Bandari has offered to lead the first attack.  
Bandari.  
Commander.  
If I let you lead our first offensive,  
what guarantee do I have that you'll bring me a quick victory?  
My word and my life.  
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Good. My rules of engagement?  
Humiliate the Greeks and lay waste to their tiny ships.  
They'll be dead to the last man.  
My brothers...  
Steady your hearts.  
Look deep into your souls.  
For your mettle is to be tested this day.  
And if in the heat of battle...  
You need a reason to fight on...  
An idea for which you will give up all that you will ever have...  
You need only to look at the man who fights at your side.  
This is the "why" of battle.  
This is the brotherhood of men-at-arms.  
An unbreakable bond made stronger by the crucible of combat.  
You will never be closer than with those who you shed your blood with.  
For there is no nobler cause than to fight for those who will lay down their life for 
you.  
So you fight strong today.  
You fight for your brothers.  
Fight for your families.  
Most of all, you fight for Greece! Greece! Yeah! 
 And there is only one thing to make sure of when the fighting starts.  
What's that? Don't get killed on the first day.  
That goes for the rest of you.  
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The Persian ships are strong at the front but they are weak in the middle.  
We attack them there.  
Now! Attack! Aah! Aah! Ram them!  
Archers, now! Now! Reverse! Now!  
Go through them! The enemy's tactics are creative.  
The defensive circle leaves no front to assault.  
We are losing.  
No, you are losing.  
Pull back.  
Let them have this day.  
I'm bored with your failures, Bandari.  
I'll not let this wound slow me.  
Somehow I believe you.  
My blade will be sharp and ready by the morning.  
Good. Tomorrow, you will fight alongside your father.  
Not bad for a bunch of farmers.  
And poets and sculptors.  
Who'd have known a group of untrained men would do so well against such a 
considerable adversary.  
We're going to need all of our strength for tomorrow's fight. 
How long do you think we can hold them?  
If my plan is to work...  
long enough for the Spartans to unite Greece.  
Men! Who will share their wine with me?! Report.  
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We are still tallying the losses.  
But you must understand,  
it is extremely difficult,  
given the sea and the darkness,  
to get an accurate...  
Report? Seventy-five ships lost.  
Thirty damaged beyond repair.  
Twenty could return with a few weeks' work in a safe harbor.  
The commander of the Greek force is named Themistokles.  
Yes, he is an Athenian general.  
He's rumored to have loosed the arrow that felled the great king Darius himself. 
No! This Themistokles has shown himself to be quite brilliant in battle.  
Which is more than I can say for any of you.  
Do you gentlemen find my command unreasonable?  
Is it too much to ask for victory?  
Your disappointment in yesterday's losses is warranted.  
My disappointment.  
My disappointment is not with my losses.  
The meager number of damaged ships and dead slaves means nothing to me.  
No, my disappointment...  
is in these men.  
For though I stand among 10,000, I am alone.  
I long for a soul who would stand by my side.  
Who I could trust.  
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Tell me, general Kashani. Are you that man?  
You will taste your victory by the day's end.  
I will make certain of it. I hope so. Advance!  
Now! Don't lose sight of them!  
The Greeks are retreating.  
He's got him right where he wants him.  
Kashani is a fine tactician.  
I was speaking of Themistokles.  
Rocks! Stop! Stop! Stop! Brace yourselves!  
What are you doing here?  
A man's responsibility is to protect his family and his nation.  
Who told you this?  
My father. Aah!  
You see how Themistokles employs deception with such grace?  
Why is it so much to ask for victory?  
How can I make amends?  
Silence.  
You will carry a message for me.  
Now they will fear us!  
Now they will fear the Greek men-at-arms!  
Hup! He's right!  
Fear the Greek fighting man!  
Fear his sword! 
His shield.  
72 
 
 
 
Fear his love for mother Greece.  
But most of all...  
Fear his freedom!  
Yeah! Yeah! Yeah! Yeah! Yeah! Yeah!  
Do not be angry with the boy.  
I took him under my command.  
Anger is something I reserve for my enemies.  
Themistokles!  
Artemisia's ship is being anchored in neutral waters.  
She'd like to meet with Themistokles.  
How can you guarantee his safe return?  
Well, boy, the only honor for her now will be when she watches your crushed  
and broken fleet sinking to the bottom of the Aegean...  
And is able to recognize you nailed to the mast of your ship with her sword as you 
descend to a watery grave.  
Why didn't you just say that to begin with?  
Welcome to my humble barge.  
We are honored by your presence.  
Your barge and you are quite impressive.  
Kind words.  
Now come,  
Themistokles,  
we have much to discuss.  
Do you believe the Greeks are descended from the gods?  
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I have heard some say that.  
And what of you?  
Is there a God in your lineage?  
My men say so.  
And based on the last two days' battle,  
I'd say there's a spark of the divine in you.  
Now who is using kind words?  
My men also say that it was you who slayed the good king Darius at marathon. Many 
heroic deeds occurred on that day.  
But it was ten years ago, and the facts of battle are often embellished.  
This deed,  
you would remember.  
I do what I must to defend Greece.  
And I do what I must to defeat her.  
For every one Greek killed,  
you must kill a thousand Persians.  
For every ship I sink...  
You must sink a hundred.  
I can sustain losses for weeks.  
Months, if need be.  
My numbers will defeat you and I will take your precious boats with my sword.  
I will take your Greek freedom.  
Are you asking me to negotiate a surrender?  
No. I offer you a chance to avoid such misery and join me.  
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I'm in need of a commander such as you.  
Look at the defense you've mounted.  
A handful of triremes.  
Leonidas with 300 Spartans.  
It's insulting, frankly,  
that the mightiest empire the world has ever seen is met by this.  
I don't blame you,  
Themistokles.  
You fought as if the blood of Poseidon himself was coursing through your veins. No, 
I blame Greece.  
The squabbling bureaucrats protecting their political hides by sending you here to die.  
And yet you still fight.  
So there must be...  
What? 
Family back home in Athens that compels you to...  
battle with such passion?  
Truth is, I've had no time for family.  
I have spent my entire adult life with my one true love...  
The Greek fleet...  
And my one passion...  
Readying it for you.  
Now,  
that brings me pleasure,  
the thought of you pining away for me, 
75 
 
 
 
forsaking family and love...  
For the promise of a deeper ecstasy.  
The ecstasy of steel and flesh...  
Death and life. Of rage...  
And sweat of muscle.  
Of pure joy...  
And deepest sorrow.  
Die with me each night and be born again with me each morning...  
As you plant your sword into the hearts of our enemies.  
You fight for freedom.  
I offer freedom without consequence or responsibility.  
Join me...  
At my side.  
Breathe each breath with me as if it were your last.  
Ahh. Aah. Join me. 
No. Aah! You're no God.  
You're just a man.  
Be quick with your sword.  
You'll not have your death tonight.  
Guards! Remove this filth from my ship.  
Aah! Well?  
What have you learned?  
Can Artemisia be beaten?  
The next time that we face her...  
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She's going to bring all of hell with her.  
Hold! Hold! Send in my personal guard.  
Pull back! Retreat! Retreat! Retreat!  
Themistokles! In the water! Archers! On deck,  
now! Archers on deck, now!  
Quickly! Starboard side! Fire at will! Fight on, boy.  
Uh-huh. Fight on! Aim for the men on top!  
Up there! Abandon ship! Aah!  
The dead have no guilt.  
No responsibility.  
Themistokles watches the bodies of his men turn the Aegean red with blood.  
Were they sacrificed for his ego?  
Or to relieve the guilt of the long-ago mistake at marathon?  
How many men would have been saved if Themistokles had killed that boy?  
Not even his own soul can be sure.  
My friend.  
We faced the odds.  
Together. Listen to me, Themistokles.  
You will have to fight...  
With twice as much strength in the morning.  
We will fight shoulder-to-shoulder.  
No, my son.  
You will carry on for both of us.  
What did he say?  
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I will tell you in time, boy.  
Quiet now.  
You go and be with your father's spirit.  
How many times do you think we will repeat such a tragedy?  
As many times as we must.  
We are turning young men into memories.  
Do you think I enjoy this?  
Witnessing my friend's final breath?  
Every widow that is made by my decision...  
Every child that will grow without a father...  
They are my choices.  
This is the burden of my command.  
How easy it is to silence the strong and self-disciplined.  
Let my army witness the great warriors of Sparta.  
March them past these corpses.  
Let them see the cost of daring to challenge the God-king.  
King Leonidas and his brave 300 were the finest Greece has to offer.  
There will be no saviors to rise up and vanquish us.  
Nothing will stop the march of my empire.  
Your majesty.  
You, take this dead king's sword to Athens.  
Let them know that I am coming next for them.  
Let them know...  
Athens...  
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Their prize jewel of a city...  
Will disappear from the histories.  
Themistokles!  
I bring word from Thermopylae.  
Leonidas was betrayed by a hunchback.  
The Spartans have been slaughtered.  
The hot gates have fallen. Such a sacrifice.  
Now Greece has her martyrs.  
Daxos, take that message from the hot gates to every city,  
every village.  
Let every countryman hear your words.  
But they are dead.  
All of them.  
Sparta's sacrifice will be what unites us.  
Now, go.  
Hyah! Move all of our ships and men back to the safety of salamis.  
And you? I will take Daxos' message to Athens.  
I was told a hunchback was accountable for the fall of the hot gates.  
That he sold out his country,  
pulled the crimson from his back and replaced it with Persian gold.  
What is your name... 
Traitor? Ephialtes of Trachis.  
I should wet this noble blade with your blood.  
You would be right to do so.  
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There is little beauty about me.  
There is little beauty in what I have done.  
Say what you must. I beg of you...  
And all of Athens!  
The God-king will burn this city to the ground!  
What's going on? 
- What does he mean?  
- Xerxes!  
Quiet yourselves!  
Leonidas and Sparta's great sacrifice was no defeat.  
It was a beautiful victory.  
This simple act of valor will allow us to rally each of our city-states and unite 
Greece...  
For one purpose...  
Against one enemy! And you.  
You take this message to your God-king.  
That we will take whatever ships we have left and finish this in the bay of salamis. 
But there will be death and destruction.  
Yes, there will be.  
Themistokles.  
I'm here to speak to your queen.  
A warning,  
Athenian.  
You may not receive a warm welcome.  
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May I offer my deepest sympathies. 
I cannot change what has happened to Leonidas,  
but his sacrifice will not be forgotten.  
Do not lecture me on sacrifice and be quick with your words,  
Athenian.  
I request of you the entire spartan Navy.  
Every man, every ship that you can spare.  
Have I not given enough for your dream of a united Greece?  
Shall I put swords in the hands of my son?  
Our children?  
Would that please you?  
Have I not given enough for your ambitions, 
Themistokles?  
A king. Husbands, fathers, brothers.  
Sparta will give no more.  
This belongs with you.  
Avenge him.  
The oracle's words stood as a warning.  
All of Greece will fall...  
As Persian fire reduces Athens to cinder.  
For Athens is a pile of stone and wood and cloth and dust.  
And as dust,  
will vanish into the wind.  
Only the Athenians themselves exist.  
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And the fate of the world hangs on their every syllable.  
Only the Athenians exist.  
And only stout wooden ships can save them.  
Wooden ships...  
And a tidal wave of heroes' blood.  
The Greeks were fools to stand against us.  
Leonidas and his pride were no match for the will of a God.  
Themistokles was a worthless coward.  
And now This pathetic Navy is barely worth our attention.  
If that "worthless coward" had stood at my side,  
we would have laid the world at your feet.  
My king. Your humble servant brings you news.  
The Greek fleet are defenseless within the bay of salamis.  
You need only finish them.  
Who commands their forces?  
Themistokles of Athens.  
Themistokles is dead.  
He is alive.  
I have seen him myself.  
Ready my troops and armor.  
We will attack at once.  
Wisdom...  
Would have us send a probing force to confirm it is not a trap.  
You would dare to advise me in matters of war?  
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I am the God-king.  
I am the one who triumphed over Leonidas.  
I am the one who laid waste to this showpiece of Athens.  
I am your king.  
Killing Leonidas and his men only made them martyrs.  
And when you razed Athens,  
you set fire to the only thing of value in this country.  
I will attack the Greeks...  
With my entire Navy.  
Artemisia. Enough!  
Do not forget who put the crown on your childish head.  
My king.  
Now sit on your golden throne and watch this battle from the safety I provide you. 
There, in the distance...  
We witness the destruction of Athens.  
Alone, we will face the monster that casts the shadow across our land.  
I had prayed that the Spartans would come to lend a hand this morning.  
Perhaps they feel they have given enough.  
You failed us all.  
This is your fault, Themistokles.  
Without Spartans,  
we're just farmhands.  
We should've negotiated with the Persians when we had the chance.  
You are all right.  
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Yes, we are down to a handful of boats.  
And, yes, we are just farmhands.  
We are tradesmen.  
We are boys...  
Turned to men through the sacrifice and forge of combat.  
I played a dangerous game...  
And I lost! If you choose to turn your back on me,  
on your country...  
I will not judge you.  
You are free to leave.  
You are still free men.  
Very well.  
Then let us put our shoulders to work and free those ships from the bosom of Greece.  
Today is a privilege to call our own.  
A story that will be told for a thousand years.  
Let our final stand be recorded to the histories.  
And let it be shown that we chose to die on our feet rather than live on our knees! 
There is only one thing you need to know today.  
Not to get killed.  
No. Your father's last words.  
He told me that you had earned the right to sit at the table.  
Well, my brother, I have no more tactics or tricks.  
This will be the last battle that we share.  
We have fought next to one another for as long as I can remember.  
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Nothing would please me more than to rest this sword.  
The preparations that are required?  
Below deck. Good. 
Are you sure that you want to commit everything?  
Yes. Without Artemisia's command,  
the Persian Navy is nothing.  
We will never be able to reach her.  
I will reach her...  
And put an end to this.  
There will be no room for a retreat.  
I know. Today, the last Greek ships will be destroyed.  
Show them no mercy.  
Give them no quarter.  
Today we will dance across the backs of dead Greeks.  
Today we deliver submission.  
Today I want to feel Themistokles' throat beneath my boots.  
Men! Brace yourselves.  
Prepare for close quarters.  
Attack!  
Your father watches you!  
Hold nothing back! Seize your glory!  
Aah! I'm not here as a witness!  
Now! And let them send our souls straight to hell!  
Hyah! Come on!  
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You offered freedom without consequence or responsibility.  
Are you accepting my offer?  
My answer is still no.  
Aah! You fight much harder than you fuck.  
Surrender to me.  
Or meet your death.  
Who would you fight if not for me?  
No one could challenge your skill.  
I would rather die a free man than as a slave.  
Even if the chain was attached to you.  
It begins as a whisper.  
A promise.  
The lightest of breezes dances through  
the rigging as it creaks above the death cries of ten thousand men.  
It moves through her hair as gently as a lover's hand.  
That breeze,  
that promise,  
became a wind.  
A wind that is blown across  
Greece carrying a message told again and again of our lady freedom  
and how wise she was to charge Leonidas to lay all at her feet.  
A wind, my brothers, of sacrifice.  
A wind of freedom.  
A wind of justice.  
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A wind of vengeance.  
Aah! You are being surrounded.  
All of Greece has united against you.  
Delphi, Thebes, Olympia, Arcadia, and Sparta.  
If death comes for me today,  
I'm ready.  
I could lower my sword.  
There's still time for you to ready a launch and escape.  
It would be a poor choice to force my hand into action.  
Now order your ships to disengage and surrender to me.  
Surrender?  
Generals gathered in their masses just like witches at black masses  
evil minds that plot destruction sorcerers of death's  
construction in the fields the bodies burning as the war machine keeps turning  
oh, lord, yeah oh, lord, yeah oh, lord, yeah oh, lord  
day of judgment,  
God is calling on their knees the war pigs crawling no more war pigs have the power 
hand of God has struck the hour 
oh, lord oh, lord, yeah oh, lord, yeah oh, lord, yeah oh, lord 
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